What is Stormwater Runoff?
• Stormwater runoff is precipitation (rain or
snowmelt) that flows across the land.
• Stormwater may infiltrate into soil, discharge
directly into streams, water bodies, or drain
inlets, or evaporate back into the atmosphere.

• In the natural environment, most precipitation
is absorbed by trees and plants or permeates
into the ground, which results in stable stream
flows and good water quality.
• Rain that falls on a roof, driveway, patio or lawn
runs off the surface more rapidly, picking up
pollutants as it goes.

Why can stormwater runoff be a problem?
• Flooding
• Pollution
• Stream bank erosion
• Threats to human & animal
health
• DEP Requirements

Resident’s Guide to Helping: Rain Gardens
Benefits.
•

Manages stormwater and filters pollutants

•

Wildlife habitat

•

Little maintenance

•

Adds beauty

Implementation Considerations

•

Construct downslope of runoff to be captured

•

Plant in spring or fall

•

Plant at least 10 feet away from building
foundations

Resident’s Guide to Helping: Tree Plantings
Benefits.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Roots absorb water.
Evapotranspiration of stormwater is increased because
trees provide surface area where rainwater lands and
evaporates.
Trees help to filter pollutants.
Leaf canopies help reduce erosion caused by falling rain.
Trees provide a wildlife habitat.
Trees add interest, structure, color, wildlife and a high
aesthetic appeal to a property.
Trees require little maintenance.
Studies have found that tree plantings increase property
values.

Implementation Considerations.
•
•

Plant in the spring or fall.
Watering may be necessary after planting during dry
weather.

Resident’s Guide to Helping: Rain Barrels
Benefits.
• Conserves water
• Captures and reuses
stormwater

Implementation Considerations.
• Place on level surface
• Full rain barrel weighs 400-lbs

Resident’s Guide to Helping: Lawn care
• Maintain a dense vegetative
cover of turf grass.
• Reduce or eliminate fertilizer.
• Retain clippings and mulched
leaves on the lawn and keep
them out of streets and storm
drains.
• Set mower height at 3 inches or
taller.

Borough Staff SOP Guide: General Procedure
• Be aware of the location of stormwater inlets within
the drainage area of the Public Works Building and
Maintenance Yard and their corresponding discharge
points.
• Deliveries of materials by vendors to the Public Works
Building and Maintenance Yard must be monitored
and tracked to provide proper storage.
• Spill-kits should be kept in stock should any material
spill or leak.
• All inlets and stormwater infrastructure should be
protected during deliveries of high-risk materials.
• Any stormwater inlets receiving runoff from the Public
Works Building or Maintenance Yard must have predetermined protection measures should planned
activities result in polluted runoff.
• Inlets that receive runoff from areas of heavy vehicle
maintenance should have oil water separators.
• Keep SOP document onsite.

Borough Staff SOP Guide: Spill Procedure
• Should a spill occur of nonhazardous material, a
spill kit should be used immediately, and inlet
protection deployed for any nearby inlets if not
already in place.
• Once the spill is contained, if an illicit discharge
was conveyed to a stormwater inlet, the discharge
point must be immediately inspected, and
remediation measures taken to avoid discharge to
the local waterway.
• If a discharge to a local waterway occurs, the local
conservation district must be notified so that an
inspection can be performed, and remediation
efforts determined.
• Should there be an oil spill, chemical, biological, or
radiological release, PADEP must be notified.

Questions?

