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PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  

To obtain input on the Comprehensive Plan and Parks Plan in Hatboro, an online survey and in-person 
workshop were organized by the Montgomery County Planning Commission (MCPC), in collaboration 
with Hatboro’s Steering Committee for the plans. The survey, open from October 31, 2017 through 
February 5, 2018, had 477 responses. Paper copies of the survey were available in Borough Hall for those 
without access to the online survey. A public workshop held on January 31, 2018 at Pennypack 
Elementary School was attended by approximately 65 participants. These two opportunities allowed input 
into the early stages of the planning process. Residents and other stakeholders were able to share their 
priorities and concerns for Hatboro’s future.  

During the planning process, outreach to the public was conducted at various points on Facebook and at 
community events. Additional input that was collected from posters that were shared at the Summer 
Nights Farmers’ Market on July 18, 2018 and September 21, 2018 are shared at the relevant places 
throughout this document. 

Near the end of the planning process, two open houses were held to share draft recommendations and 
ideas for the plans. The public was invited to view new park designs and comment on and prioritize 
recommendations. Open houses were held Saturday February 2, 2019 at the Hatboro Library and Tuesday 
evening February 12 at Borough Hall. 

A summary of the responses from the survey and workshop are presented first, organized by topic. 
Comments and priorities gathered at the open 
houses are shared at the end of this document. 

SURVEY PARTICIPANTS 

A total of 477 people responded to the survey. 
Of these 402 (84.3%) were Hatboro residents. 
Below you will find the survey questions 
restated and the responses summarized after 
each question. The number of people that 
responded to any particular question is given as 
n=x, where x is the number of people who 
answered that question. 

USING THE MAP BELOW, TELL US WHERE 

YOU LIVE. (CHECK ONE) (N=469) 

When asked where they lived and presented with 
the map at right, 2% said they weren’t sure and 
15% said they lived outside the Borough. The 
largest group, almost 25%, live in area “F,” but 
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residents from all areas of Hatboro were represented. 

Non-residents of the Borough were asked about their connection to the Borough. Of the 77 people who 
did not live in Hatboro or were not sure where on the map they lived,  

• 39 were Upper Moreland residents, 

• 17 were Horsham Township residents, 

• 14 were business or rental property owners in Hatboro (two also Upper Moreland residents, one 
also Horsham resident), 

• 6 work in Hatboro (two also business owner), 

• 1 was a resident of Warminster Township, 

• 2 rent apartments in Hatboro but could not find themselves on the map (one specified Victorian 
Village), and 

• 4 others were former residents of Hatboro or a surrounding municipality.  

 

HOW LONG HAVE YOU LIVED IN HATBORO? (N=389) 

The largest group of respondents, 34%, has lived in Hatboro for between three and ten years. But 14% of 
respondents were new to town, having lived here for less than three years. And 26% have been here more 
than 25 years. 
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DO YOU OWN OR RENT YOUR HOME? (N=388) 

Housing tenure of survey respondents reveals that fewer renters responded to the survey. Homeowners 
made up 76% of survey respondents. 2010 Census data shows that approximately 71% of Hatboro 
residents live in an owner-occupied housing unit; renters were slightly underrepresented among survey 
respondents. 

 

HOW OLD ARE YOU? (N=392) 

When asked about their age, only 5 respondents (1%) were 17 and younger. 21% were 65 and older, and 
30% were 18-39. The largest group of respondents was 40-64 year olds at 47%.  

Age category % of survey respondents % of population (2010 Census) 
Under 18 1% 22% 
18 to 39 30% 30% 
40 to 64 47% 35% 
65 and older 21% 14% 

Compared to 2010 Census numbers on the age of the population in Hatboro, respondents over 40 are 
somewhat over-represented. However, young adults are fully represented as there is approximately an 
equivalent percentage of younger adult respondents (18-39) in the survey as in the population as a whole.  

WORKSHOP PARTICIPANTS 

Workshop attendees were assigned to ten tables with 5-8 participants at each to discuss a variety of topics. 
A MCPC staff member and a steering committee member led discussion and took notes at each table. 

Demographic information was not collected at the public workshop. General impressions of MCPC staff 
at each table were that nearly all of the participants were residents or business owners in Hatboro, or were 
employed in Hatboro.  
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RESIDENT QUESTIONS 

The following questions were asked only of residents on the survey. These questions gather information 
on the experience of residents in the Borough. 

Q: WHY DID YOU MOVE TO HATBORO? (CHECK ALL THAT APPLY) (N=381) 

There are a variety of reasons why people choose to live in Hatboro. When asked why they moved to 
Hatboro, the most popular response was the neighborhood/town character (17%). The school district and 
the pull of others who had ties to Hatboro were also common reasons for moving to Hatboro. Only 8% of 
survey respondents grew up in Hatboro. All of the responses are shown in the table below.  

Reasons for moving to Hatboro % of respondents who cited this as 
one of their reasons 

Neighborhood/town character 17.4% 

Close to family/relatives 13.8% 

Desirable school district 13.8% 

Reasonable housing prices 12.3% 

Safety/low crime rate 9.6% 

Close to work 9.0% 

Grew up here 8.1% 

Stores & restaurants 6.4% 

Transportation access 6.4% 

Here are a few of the 37 responses from the comment section of this question: 

• “Superb over 55 upscale complex, retained small town charm” 

• “Interesting older houses (not 'cookie-cutter'), tall trees, nice parks, library, pool, YMCA, many 
community events (car show, holiday parade, etc.), friendly people” 

• “Neighborhood walkable elementary schools” 
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Q: HOW WOULD YOU RATE THESE ASPECTS OF YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD? (N=374) 

Residents were asked to rate certain aspects of their neighborhood as excellent, good, fair, or poor. In 
general, visual appearance is not ranked as highly as the other aspects. Safety consistently comes out as 
one of the most favorably ranked aspects of the neighborhood. Walkability, cleanliness, and community 
feel are all rated favorably, with over 80% of residents ranking them as excellent or good. 

 

Here are a few of the 40 responses from the comment section of this question: 

• “Sidewalks aren't in the best shape, especially near trees/tree roots.” 

• “No sidewalks causing people to walk in streets.” 

• “My neighborhood is very kid friendly in an old school way - kids play in the street, together.”   

• “Noise level fair at times.” 

• “I live on Byberry Rd across from the fire station. The traffic on Byberry is AWFUL. So many 
cars fly down the road trying to make the green light at York and Byberry. Very dangerous for 
the kids walking on the sidewalks. I think a speed bump would really benefit the community and 
residents on my street.”  
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TELL US HOW YOU ARE CONNECTED TO THE COMMUNITY HATBORO? CHECK ALL THAT APPLY. 
(N=375) 

In order to gauge how much residents are attached to the town and the community, we asked about 
various ways they might be connected in town. This gives a sense of residents’ investment in Hatboro and 
how much “social capital” Hatboro has. Social capital can be defined as the links and relationships 
between people that benefit a society and the individuals in it.  

 

About 83% of respondents say they know their neighbors, and about 12% attend meetings at Borough 
Hall. Many Hatboro residents have friends in Hatboro (63%), but that leaves 37% who do not. About half 
of resident respondents are friendly with some business owners or employees in the stores in town. 
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MAIN STREET 

SURVEY 

HOW IMPORTANT DO YOU THINK IT IS TO IMPROVE EACH OF THE FOLLOWING CONDITIONS ON 

YORK ROAD? (N=437) 

When asked about improvements they’d like to see on York Rd., a greater mix of businesses and 
improved maintenance of buildings were the top recommendations. Deterring crime, reducing vehicle 
speed, and pedestrian safety were also rated as significant concerns, with over 70% of respondents saying 
they were “very important,” and 93% rating them as “somewhat” or “very” important. Sidewalk trees & 
flowers, business signage, and parking had over 90% of respondents rating them as “somewhat” or “very” 
important. Wayfinding signage does not appear to be a priority for improvement according to survey 
respondents. The responses to this question demonstrate that nearly every aspect of improvements along 
York Road is desired by survey respondents. 
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WHAT FACTORS WOULD INFLUENCE YOUR DESIRE TO SHOP AND DINE MORE FREQUENTLY IN 

HATBORO? CHECK ALL THAT APPLY. (N=433) 

The primary factor that would influence survey respondents to shop or dine more frequently in Hatboro is 
an increase in store variety; 86% say it would influence them to spend more time on Main Street.  

Special events (67%) and improvements to the appearance of the street and the stores (54%) would also 
bring more people to Hatboro’s Main Street. In addition, a smaller but still significant number of 
respondents would frequent Hatboro’s businesses more often if business hours were extended (40%) and 
walking routes were improved to access Main Street (25%).  

 

Here are a few of the 55 responses from the comment section of this question: 

• “Too many nail and hair salons. Too many fringe element shops (tattoos, junk stores, rock/crystal 
shop). There isn't one store in Hatboro where I can pick up a greeting card, a spool of thread, a 
can opener.” 

• “Hours really are the biggest factor. During the week, many businesses are closed by the time I 
get home from work, and on the weekends I'm more likely to shop while running errands near the 
larger shopping centers in Warrington, Warminster and Horsham.” 

• “Better appearance! Think Jenkintown center. Colors of signs, awnings, and buildings clash.” 

• “Bike racks would make it easier to ride into town and shop or dine.” 

• “I prefer to shop and dine in Hatboro already.” 
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WHERE DO YOU CURRENTLY DO EACH OF THE FOLLOWING THINGS? (N=425) 

Respondents were asked whether they do certain things in a physical store inside of Hatboro, in a physical 
store outside of Hatboro, online, or not at all. Respondents were permitted to choose more than one option 
for each category.  

  In a store or business 
in Hatboro 

In a store or business 
outside of Hatboro 

Online I don't shop for 
this/ do this 

Shop for groceries 14.4% 93.4% 9.0% 1.2% 

See movies, plays, or 
concerts 

3.1% 90.4% 6.0% 7.4% 

Buy clothing and shoes 7.2% 86.4% 42.3% 2.2% 

Gifts, toys, arts & crafts, 
decorations 

15.4% 83.1% 35.0% 4.5% 

Pharmacy 19.8% 82.3% 4.5% 1.2% 

Buy furniture, appliances, 
or home decor 

29.5% 80.3% 29.0% 4.6% 

Eat at a sit-down restaurant 69.2% 74.2% 0.2% 1.2% 

Flowers, hardware, garden 
supplies 

48.2% 71.8% 11.0% 4.5% 

Bank or alternative 
financial institution 

36.3% 68.9% 13.3% 0.5% 

Recreation & fitness 24.5% 57.5% 1.7% 26.0% 

Hair salon, barber shop, or 
nail salon 

48.0% 56.7% 0.5% 8.8% 

Alcoholic beverages 54.9% 54.7% 1.0% 16.6% 

Get take-out 76.7% 51.0% 2.6% 4.8% 

Books, DVDs, CDs 12.3% 46.1% 49.3% 14.3% 

Eat fast food 48.8% 45.2% 0.2% 30.3% 

Dry cleaner, shoe repair, 
tailor 

53.6% 32.0% 0.7% 19.7% 

The table above shows that there are some areas where business might divert back to Hatboro from stores 
in other locations. For example, additional promotion of the pharmacy and bank in Hatboro might result 
in diversion of business from other locations back to Hatboro. In addition, new opportunities for 
entertainment, buying gifts, or eating at restaurants might result in some additional business to Hatboro. 

WORKSHOP 

At the public workshop, participants commented on a wide variety of Main Street-related topics. The 
primary discussion topics had to do with streetscaping (physical appearance of the street and storefronts) 
and the types and mix of businesses on Main Street.  

Streetscaping comments included a general desire to have Main Street look clean and inviting, as well as 
additional trash cans and benches along York Road. Many participants commented that they liked the 
trees, but that there were issues with them, including the size of tree pits and fences, the roots heaving 
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sidewalks, and improper tree selection. Other ideas for street appearance included adding sculptures along 
Main Street and increasing flowers and seasonal decorations. 

Workshop participants wanted to see improved lighting along Main Street at a pedestrian scale, and 
improved business signage and stormwater management. Participants wanted to see improved façades and 
more outdoor dining. Three tables proposed a kiosk on Main Street with announcements and posters for 
events. 

Comments on the businesses on York Road included a variety of ideas for attracting new stores, and 
which types of stores to attract. Some participants proposed branding Hatboro as an “event planning 
destination,” with wedding shopping and experiential buying opportunities.  

Participants wanted to see empty storefronts decorated or used in some way, and propose adding financial 
incentives to help businesses get started. Many participants want businesses to stay open later, or at least 
to leave some lighting on so the town does not look dark after 5pm.  

Some specific businesses were requested, including a bookstore, specialty shops (like sausage shop and 
clock shop), an art gallery, an indoor gym for kids, and a boutique pet supply store. Many participants 
would like to see a live theater or movie theater that could also host concerts and other types of 
entertainment. Many food-related businesses were requested, most frequently coffee shops, restaurants, 
grocery stores, an ice cream shop, and a dedicated farmer’s market. 

A few participants commented on the need to slow traffic and maintain sidewalks in good repair. There 
were several comments about parking. Participants wanted improved signage, better utilization of existing 
parking, and fewer restrictions on parking requirements for Main Street businesses.  

A number of participants commented that they’d like to see increased residential density on and close to 
Main Street, and additional mixed-use buildings. 

Additional comments related to having more events on Main Street, including several comments in favor 
of an arts festival. There were also requests for a restaurant directory, perhaps online. 

TRANSPORTATION 

SURVEY 

HOW DO YOU GET TO STORES OR RESTAURANTS IN HATBORO? (ASKED OF RESIDENTS ONLY) 

(N=373) 

When asked how they access stores and restaurants in Hatboro, residents most often drive, but a 
significant number of respondents, 40%, say they often walk. Only 7% of residents never walk to stores 
and restaurants in Hatboro. That means that 93% of residents walk, at least occasionally. Although 
bicycling is not used by most residents, nearly 20% of residents often or occasionally ride a bicycle to 
stores and restaurants. 
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Here are a few of the 6 
responses from the comment 
section of this question: 

• “Bicycling is too 
dangerous in town. 
Traffic seems to have 
little regard for 
residents.” 

• “If there were sidewalks 
all the way up Horsham 
Rd. I would walk.” 

HOW DO YOU GET TO PARKS 

IN HATBORO? (ASKED OF 

RESIDENTS ONLY) (N=368) 

When asked about how they 
access parks, some respondents 
answered that they did not 
access parks in any of these 
ways. However, over 70% often 
or occasionally walk to parks, 
and 20% often or occasionally 
ride a bicycle to get to a park.  

Here are a few of the 7 
responses from the comment 
section of this question: 

• “I would love to be able 
to walk if there was a more accessible walking path.” 

• “Despite living here 4 years I have ever seen info on parks.” 

WHICH OF THESE SAFETY IMPROVEMENTS FOR PEDESTRIAN OR BICYCLISTS ARE MOST NEEDED 

IN THE BOROUGH? (CHOOSE UP TO THREE) (N=392) 

The most requested improvement for pedestrians and bicyclists in Hatboro is the addition of trails and 
paths to the transportation system. Following that, about 40% of respondents would like to see each of the 
following: additional sidewalks, traffic signals that better serve pedestrians and cyclists, and more or 
better crosswalks. In addition, 36% of respondents would like to have bicycle infrastructure in Hatboro.  
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Of the 60 comments in the 
“other” section, 14 
respondents stated a need 
for a reduction in vehicle 
traffic speeds either through 
traffic calming measures or 
additional enforcement of 
speed limits. This was not a 
choice in the checklist, but 
traffic calming is clearly 
desired by residents. Here is 
a sample of some of the 
open ended responses.  

• “The crosswalks 
were downgraded to 
cattle shoot lines instead of modern transverse painted lines.” 

• “Wheelchair accessibility” 

• “Slowing down traffic entering town, especially coming northbound from Willow Grove. A car 
flipped today and landed on the sidewalk where I walk.” 

• “Drivers need to slow down on Horsham Rd. and York Rd. so people can cross the streets 
safely.” 

• “Have a cop at every major crossway.” 

WHAT IMPROVEMENTS TO TRANSIT ARE NEEDED IN THE BOROUGH? (CHECK ALL THAT APPLY) 

(N=336) 

Most survey respondents are satisfied with transit in the Borough. The most popular improvement to 
transit (chosen by 55% of respondents) is the addition of a loop shuttle through town for special events. 
Approximately 35% of 
respondents would like to 
see better information at bus 
stops and an increase in 
frequency of the train.  

There were 37 open ended 
responses to this question, 
including 11 comments that 
no improvements are 
needed to transit. Three 
respondents commented on 
parking at the train station, 
three wanted ADA 
accessibility to the train, and 
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three expressed their love for the train. Additional respondents requested updates to the train station 
building and the addition of bus shelters. Finally, one respondent requested consideration of adding sound 
walls around the train tracks to dampen the sound of the train from nearby houses. Here are a few of the 
responses: 

• “A designated painted walkway from the train station to main street” 
• “Update regional rail station: more parking, station cleanliness, updated look, maybe add a coffee 

shop.” 

SPEEDING - ON WHICH ROADS ARE YOU MOST CONCERNED ABOUT SPEEDING? (N=361) 

Survey respondents were asked to rank the roads on which speeding most concerned them. York Road 
was the most concerning, with Moreland Avenue coming in second and Horsham Road coming in third. 
The graph below shows the weighted average rank. The higher bars on the graph show where the greater 
concerns were from survey respondents.  
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PEDESTRIAN SAFETY - ALONG WHICH ROADS ARE YOU MOST CONCERNED ABOUT PEDESTRIAN 

SAFETY? (N=355) 

Survey 
respondents also 
ranked their 
concerns about 
pedestrian safety. 
Again, York Road 
was the most 
concerning, this 
time with 
Horsham Road 
coming in second 
and Moreland 
Avenue coming in 
third.  

 

 

WORKSHOP 

At the public workshop, participants were asked for general comments about walking, bicycling, taking 
the bus and train, and driving in the Borough. Each table had a map of the Borough showing bus stops, 
the train station, and sidewalks that they could use to identify problem areas geographically. Below are 
the comments received from the general brainstorming and a map that summarizes what was depicted on 
the maps from each table. 

The majority of transportation comments related to improving conditions for pedestrians in the Borough. 
Participants in the workshop wanted better sidewalks, more sidewalks, more crosswalks, safer crosswalks, 
better lighting for pedestrians, and better enforcement of traffic not yielding to pedestrians.  

The northern section of York Road, between Summit and County Line was discussed at many of the 
tables. Problems identified include a shortage of pedestrian crossings, narrow sidewalks, traffic driving 
well over the speed limit, and that being a dangerous location where crashes occur. Suggestions include 
speed enforcement, traffic calming measures including lane reductions and installation of a landscaped 
median, a new traffic light at Summit, and additional crosswalks with pedestrian activated signals.  

Workshop participants identified a need to improve walking connections to Main Street from the train 
station and from new development along Jacksonville Road. Some participants mentioned a problem with 
cut-through traffic in the neighborhoods. As evidenced on the survey as well, there is a strong interest in 
trail connections through and around Hatboro. 
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Some participants commented on a need for better places to ride bicycles in Hatboro, and more bicycle 
racks. Many people commented on how great it is to have the train station in Hatboro. There is an interest 
in improving the station itself and the area around it, and in making the train platform ADA accessible. 
Issues with commuter parking lots filling up and commuters parking in residential neighborhoods were 
also raised. 

Comments about parking in the main street area included some participants who felt there is more of a 
perception of inadequate parking than a reality. There were several comments stating a need for improved 
wayfinding signage to municipal parking lots. In addition, better enforcement of parking meters was 
recommended. 

FARMER’S MARKET 

Passersby on September 21, 2018 at Hatboro Summer Nights were given the opportunity to view plans 
for a lane reduction on North York Road (Summit Avenue to Madison Avenue) via a poster display. The 
public was invited to ask questions about the project and share their ideas for how the extra road space 
could be used. The ideas that were shared from the public included wider sidewalks and bike lanes. 
During the conversations about transportation, other ideas were shared, such as a need for traffic calming 
all along York Road, especially at Horsham Road. One resident expressed a concern about potholes on 
Horsham Road. Additionally, comments were made about a need for safety improvements to the 
intersection of Warminster Road and Moreland Avenue. 
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PARKS 

SURVEY 

IN THE PAST TWELVE MONTHS, WHICH OF THESE PARKS AND OPEN SPACE AREAS HAVE YOU 

VISITED? (N=376) 

Survey respondents were asked which parks they visited. The most visited park is Memorial Park, 
followed by Miller Meadow. However, the percentage of respondents who have visited even the most 
popular parks within the past year is fewer than 40%, showing that many Hatboro residents and others do 
not use any of the parks at all. Tied for third most used are the pool and Eaton Park, each having been 
visited by about 30% of respondents within the past year. Over 60% of respondents had visited parks 
outside of Hatboro in the preceding twelve months.  
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Here are a few of the 61 responses from the comment section of this question: 

• “Nothing attracting me to the parks. No events drawing me.” 

• “Can’t bring my dog to any of these parks. Need parks we can walk our dogs in.” 

• “Don't have any information about any of them.” 

• “Not walkable and if I have to drive I might as well go to one I can get a good hike in. Ours don’t 
have much activity available for my age range, they’re great for young families with kids, 
though.” 

• “Animal waste (geese) in all parks but especially W. Moreland [Eaton Park] make paths 
unusable. Dog Park on Mill Road is only frequented park, even as a dog park it is cleaner than in 
town parks most of the year with exception of Pennypack's.” 

• “Since Pennypack doesn't use the old Junior High field, I suggest seeing what the school and 
borough could work out. Offer the Temple Ambler Landscape Architecture and Horticulture 
programs, other local colleges, the chance to compete for proposals to create a real park. The 
town votes, Businesses offer support, Town promotes to news media. This should be a zero costs 
to Borough. The space could have one of those wooden playgrounds. Huge public gardens 
available by lottery to people who don't have their own backyard, who knows. It beats an empty 
field with old soccer posts and a baseball field barely used in the spring. Or just plant trees and 
give it back to its origin.” 
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WHERE DO YOU OR SOMEONE IN YOUR FAMILY DO THESE ACTIVITIES? (N=376) 

This question asked about what types of recreational activities survey respondents already participate in, 
and where they do those activities. It also asked about what their latent interests might be – what they 
might participate in if it were convenient. The graph below shows what survey respondents are already 
doing in Hatboro or elsewhere. Over 65% of survey respondents have someone in their family who 
already walks or runs for exercise in Hatboro. Some of that may be at the YMCA, but there is already 
strong participation in this form of exercise. In addition, over 40% of respondents walk dogs in Hatboro. 
About 40% of responding households utilize playground equipment in Hatboro, and over 35% swim in 
Hatboro. The activities that the most respondents participate in outside of Hatboro are walking or running 
for exercise, visiting playgrounds, taking an exercise or yoga class, and bicycling. 

 

Survey respondents who chose “other” for an activity that they currently do included competition cheer, 
kite flying, nature/creek walks, tennis, archery, spray ground/splash park, horseback riding, basketball, 
golf, working out at the gym, and flying radio-controlled airplanes. 

Few survey respondents stated that they would add any of these activities if there were facilities near their 
home, but the most popular answer there is the 11% who said they would ride bicycles if there were 
bicycle facilities near home. Other latent interests included exercise or yoga class (9%), pickup sports 
games (9%), walking or running for exercise (8%), and skateboarding or roller-skating (7%). In the 
comment section for what they would do if available, three people requested tennis and one wanted a 
nature trail. 
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IF THESE ACTIVITIES WERE OFFERED IN HATBORO, HOW LIKELY WOULD YOU OR SOMEONE IN 

YOUR HOUSEHOLD BE TO PARTICIPATE? (N=366) 

In the parks section of the survey, respondents were asked about their interest in participating in some 
recreation activities in Hatboro. There was significant interest in some of the opportunities, especially 
yoga or exercise classes, running groups, or nature walks for adults. These types of offerings in town 
would benefit the community and enhance community identity.  

Respondents were asked to indicate what sport they might be interested in if they chose the option for 
pick-up sports for adults. The most popular sports were volleyball (9 responses), tennis (7), and 
baseball/softball/wiffleball (7). There was also some interest in football or flag football (5), hockey (4), 
soccer (4), and basketball (4).  
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WHAT ARE YOUR TOP PRIORITIES TO ADD TO THE HATBORO PARK SYSTEM? CHOOSE ONLY UP 

TO THREE, PLEASE. (N=363) 

Practical as they are, about 57% of survey respondents most wanted benches, restrooms, and drinking 
fountains added to the park system in Hatboro. Nearly as many people chose trails as a top priority for the 
park system. Over 30% of respondents chose additional pavilion/picnic areas and playground equipment 
as the top priorities to add. 

 

In the comment section, the most commonly requested addition was tennis courts (14 responses); nearly 
double the second most requested amenity, volleyball (8). The other frequently requested addition was 
hockey (7), followed by bocce (5). 

  

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

What are your top priorities to add to the  
Hatboro park system? 



25 

As of October 24, 2019 

MANY HATBORO RESIDENTS OWN DOGS. SHOULD DOGS HAVE SPACE IN PUBLIC PARKS? CHECK 

ANY BELOW THAT YOU WOULD SUPPORT. (N=365) 

More than 50% of survey respondents support a dog park (off leash) and on-leash dog walking in all 
parks. Only 8% of survey respondents support the current policy of no dogs in any parks. 

 

WOULD YOU SUPPORT A SMALL TAX INCREASE TO IMPROVE PARKS, RECREATION, AND OPEN 

SPACE? (N=367) 

Many survey respondents would be willing to support a small tax increase to support parks, recreation, 
and open space in Hatboro, and many others are not sure. Only 17% of respondents said that they would 
not be willing to support a tax increase for parks. 
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ARE THERE ANY OTHER COMMENTS OR IDEAS THAT YOU HAVE FOR PARKS AND RECREATION IN 

HATBORO? (N=106) 

Many respondents had ideas to contribute in this section. The most common topic was festivals and 
events. Respondents want to see more happening in the parks, like concerts, movies, art festivals, and 
food festivals. A few other ideas include live theater, a beer garden, a large annual picnic, and game 
nights. 

The other most common topic in this section was improvement of the natural landscape. Instead of 
mowed grass, respondents asked for more trees, gardens, flowers, planters outside of parks, and additions 
to the Borough’s preserved open space. Respondents want parks to be scenic and beautiful, and to 
encounter more green space around town.  

Other topics that were mentioned by several respondents included more activities for teens, more 
recreation programing in general, excitement about trails, desire for an increase in police patrols in the 
parks, and a general interest in some attractive outdoor gathering spaces in Hatboro. 

Here are a few of the responses: 

• “I’d like to see a ‘city park’ in the midst of Main Street where shoppers can gather/meet, 
performers can entertain, holidays can be touted. Maybe some checkers tables, for lazy good 
weather communion.” 

• “More scenic parks with fountains, benches, gardens.” 

• “Thank you for taking the time to do this survey.  The parks are very well maintained in Hatboro.  
Keep up the good work.  I appreciate it.  The parks are important.” 

• “We need spring summer outdoor venues for music, stage, etc. which can bring folks together in 
relaxed environment.” 

WORKSHOP & FARMER’S MARKET 

At the public workshop, participants were asked for general comments about parks, recreation, open 
space, and trails, and were also asked for specific ideas for Miller Meadow and Eaton Park. Each table 
had a map of Eaton Park and Miller Meadow on which they could draw their ideas for those parks. Below 
are the comments received both from the general brainstorming and from what was depicted on the maps. 
Outreach at the Farmer’s Market only involved Eaton Park. Those results are included here. 

Miller Meadow 

Nearly every table requested better and more well-defined trails in the park, including many requests for 
trails to enter the wooded area. There were requests for bird houses and bird watching areas, and 
educational signage for birds, flowers, and other wildlife. Other requests included a dog park, more 
benches and trees, and having a bandshell or other event space. There was a request for a trail leading to 
Hatboro train station from Miller Meadow, and for a small parking lot. 
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Eaton Park 

Seven of the ten tables requested a bandshell in Eaton Park. Other popular ideas included community 
gardens and a dog park. In addition, increased stormwater management areas through a rain garden or 
improved riparian buffer was suggested here. Other ideas include more pavilions, improved parking lot, 
bathrooms, tennis courts, bocce ball court, more trees, and a playground. 

A poster showing an aerial photograph on Eaton Park was shared at Hatboro Summer Nights on July 6, 
2018. Participants there were invited to share their ideas. The most popular proposed improvement was to 
allow on-leash dog walking. Other common suggestions included restrooms, more benches, a bocce ball 
court, disc golf, and a skate park. Several people noted a need for playground improvements in the area – 
either a larger and more ADA accessible playground at Memorial Park or some playground equipment at 
Eaton Park. 

Other requests for specific parks 

There were requests for improved stormwater management and riparian buffers in Memorial Park. 
Participants identified a need for lighting, benches, and trash cans in Celano Park, and there was a request 
for picnic tables in Tanner Park. 

General comments about parks, recreation, open space, trails (not specific to any one park) 

Every table requested trails. There were also many requests for a dog park and a bandshell somewhere in 
Hatboro’s park system. Several participants identified an opportunity for additional stormwater 
management features in the parks, and concerns were mentioned about what might happen to the YMCA 
property after that organization moves to Upper Moreland.  

Other ideas for the parks include a skate park, volleyball court, fruit trees, pollinator plants, disc golf, 
restrooms, benches, trash cans, informational signage about nature, ice rink, outdoor yoga, more picnic 
tables and pavilions, grills, bocce ball court,  

Participants also mentioned the possibility of getting funds for park improvements by selling bricks, 
benches, etc. that people could put their names on. Participants would like Canada geese and invasive 
plants to be brought under control. 
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CURRENT CONDITIONS AND FUTURE PRIORITIES 

FARMER’S MARKET 

Passersby on July 6, 2018 at Hatboro Summer Nights were asked to vote for their two favorite things 
about Hatboro as it is right now. 129 total votes were placed, from which we estimate we had about 65 
participants. The top vote getter for the best thing about Hatboro today was, “events like this one.” This is 
perhaps partly because we were at a community event at the time. Close behind were walkability and the 
shops and restaurants of town.  

Favorite things about Hatboro # of votes 
events like this one 22 
shops and restaurants 21 
walkability 21 
main street appearance (lamp posts, light-up hats, trees, etc.) 18 
history 13 
park, playgrounds, and the pool 11 
community and neighbors 6 
train access 6 
emergency services (police, fire, ambulance) 4 
schools 4 
churches 2 
safety 1 
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SURVEY 

PLEASE RATE THE FOLLOWING AS THEY RELATE TO HATBORO. (N=355) 

Respondents were asked to rate current conditions in Hatboro on a number of factors. The factors that 
were rated most highly were the school district and transit access. Respondents also thought that car travel 
and the quality of air, water, and the natural environment were good. Most other topics were rated “fair,” 
with bicycling facilities being rated as “poor.” The rank of the topics is shown in the table below.  

Topic Current 
condition 

Rank 

K-12 school quality Good 1 
Train and bus travel Good 2 
Ease of car travel Good 3 
Quality of air, water, and the natural environment Good 4 
Parks, Recreation, & Open Space Fair 5 
Pedestrian safety and walkability Fair 6 
Services received in exchange for taxes paid Fair 7 
Services for seniors Fair 8 
Access to groceries & healthy ingredients Fair 9 
Job opportunities Fair 10 
Arts and culture Fair 11 
Availability of shopping choices Fair 12 
Bicycling facilities (trails, bike lanes, safe bike 
routes) 

Poor 13 

HOW IMPORTANT DO YOU THINK IT IS FOR HATBORO TO FOCUS ON EACH OF THE FOLLOWING 

ISSUES? (N=351) 

When asked to prioritize issues for focus by the Borough, respondents chose attracting new businesses as 
the most important focus area out of the 15 choices. Community identity and sense of place was the 
second most important aspect in need of focus. Residents see a need for a better sense of distinctiveness 
for Hatboro and improved pride in the town. Also ranked as important focus areas were economic 
development, stormwater management, and historic preservation. The only area that was not identified as 
in need of improvement was public transportation.  
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Here are a few of the 27 responses from the comment section of this question: 

• “We need to host evening events that attract families but also adult only nights (wine and books 
at the library), carolers on Main Street during December, outdoor music, outdoor movies etc.” 

• “New interesting businesses, arts/entertainment, activities/events, aesthetics all are options to 
draw visitors to Hatboro. I see this as part of economic development, which is important. 
Economic development and historic preservation do not have to be mutually exclusive. Other 
cities and towns have demonstrated this. It is a mindset that Hatboro leadership and residents can 
adopt.” 

• “Better stores and the preservation of our older buildings and houses really make the town stand 
out.” 
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IF YOU COULD DO ONE THING TO IMPROVE HATBORO, WHAT WOULD IT BE? (N=300) 

When asked to think of one top priority to improve Hatboro, 49% of respondents (148) chose something 
related to businesses in Hatboro. Of those, about half (76) mentioned store variety as their number one 
issue to improve. An additionally 26 people mentioned specific stores or categories of stores they would 
like to see, including restaurants, coffee shops, environmentally sustainable businesses, movie or live 
theaters, an apple store, supermarket, butcher, and a greeting card shop. In the responses to this question, 
31 people mentioned other things related to economic development including improvements to policy, a 
general desire to see a 100% occupancy rate on Main Street, and an interest in attracting large chain stores 
or other anchor stores to town.  

The second largest category of responses was transportation related (19% of respondents) Of these, more 
than half wanted something related to pedestrian safety as their one thing to improve the town. The largest 
group of respondents with a transportation comment (14) wanted to add sidewalks to the Borough in areas 
where there are none. Better crosswalks on York Road was mentioned eight times. An additional eight 
respondents wanted to repair and improve existing sidewalks.  

Topic Number of responses 
addressing as #1 
improvement for Hatboro  

Main Street/Economic Development/Businesses 148 

Transportation 57 

Land use 20 

Community identity, character 20 

Services (including schools) 20 

Parks 18 

Arts & culture 3 

Natural resources 3 

History 3 

Crime, safety 2 

Here is a sampling of the responses: 

• “Work on the mix of businesses in the downtown area. There are old shops that look run down, 
odd stores that I often wonder who shops at, and newer stores that have difficulty staying open. 
Would love to see a vibrant downtown area like Ambler, with a theatre and a few good 
restaurants, etc.” 

• “Have a store along the York road corridor that sells all the things I would need to prepare a fresh 
healthy meal. I don’t need a huge grocery store, but would love to be able to walk to get meat.” 

• “Less cigarette smoke when walking by businesses/downtown. People smoke right outside of 
business doorways. There are a lot of vape stores for such a small town.” 

• “Keep the small town feeling with small businesses and small town hours of operation.” 
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• “Sidewalks!!! Busy streets are dangerous for our kids walking or riding bikes, they need 
sidewalks everywhere.” 

• “Make it more pedestrian and bicycle friendly by adding sidewalks and bike lanes/paths, and 
additional crosswalks across York on the north side of town.” 

• “Need to really cherish and preserve any open space you have left. So sad the loss of forest at 
Fulmor and Warminster.” 

• “We love our town.  My one wish would be for the walkable small neighborhood elementary 
schools to remain in our borough.  It’s one of the reasons we were attracted to the town.” 

• “Make Jacksonville Road a priority in the community. Roadway, tree scape, signage.”   

• “Bring a kid focused community center to the center of town. Start a young politician group to 
speak for the children of the town as well as teach about politics. Focus on LGBTQ in the area.” 

• “Ensure Hatboro keeps a sense of place and not a faceless suburb.” 

• “Find Hatboro's identity.” 

• “Have more events attracting families and teenagers. Have music at Miller Meadow. Have plays 
from high school at Miller Meadow. Have community egg hunt, community scavenger hunt, dog 
parade, baby parade, cruise nights, it would improve local economy. Get youth groups involved 
in clean up to cut cost” 

• “A very good question. I've not been a resident long enough to give you a truly useful answer. 
What I can tell you is that I love it here, and I am looking forward to a long and pleasurable 
retirement in Hatboro. If things never changed, I'd be happy. Thank you!” 

WORKSHOP 

Workshop participants were asked to list things about Hatboro that they would like to preserve, enhance, 
and transform.  

PRESERVE: WHAT ARE THE GREAT THINGS ABOUT HATBORO THAT YOU WANT TO KEEP JUST AS 

THEY ARE? 

The most common topic brought up in this session related to history. Workshop participants were 
interested in preserving historic buildings and having more information/educational programing related to 
the history of Hatboro. Preserving the library, churches, and iconic buildings and businesses were 
mentioned by participants. 

Workshop participants wanted to preserve the character of Main Street, including lamp posts, light-up 
hats, and small businesses. Participants wanted to preserve the wonderful events and celebrations in 
Hatboro, and the small-town, know-your-neighbor feel of the Borough. 

There was a strong interest in preserving any open spaces remaining in the borough, whether borough 
owned or otherwise. The creek was specifically mentioned by several groups as a wonderful asset to 
preserve and protect. Participants also wanted to preserve walkability, the train station, and on-street 
parking on York Road. 
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Some aspects of schools, government, and emergency services were mentioned as priorities to safeguard, 
including the wonderful, walkable elementary schools and the responsive local government and 
emergency service providers. 

ENHANCE: WHAT ASPECTS OF THE BOROUGH CAN WE BUILD UPON AND IMPROVE? 

Workshop participants primarily wanted to improve the parks, Main Street, and the pedestrian experience. 
All three were identified as areas that have a lot of potential, but need improvement. Participants wanted 
to improve existing parks and make them more user-friendly so that they would be better utilized. The 
mix of businesses and the appearance of the storefronts were identified as priorities on Main Street. 
Enhancements to crosswalks and sidewalks were requested by every group. 

Other topics that came up in need of enhancement were the train station, lighting, the need for an outdoor 
performance space, education about history, wayfinding to parking lots, and gateway signage. 

TRANSFORM: WHAT DOES NOT WORK ABOUT HATBORO? WHAT NEEDS TO CHANGE? 

The main area identified for transformation was the Main Street and entertainment/nightlife options in the 
Borough. Workshop participants wanted to see greater variety of businesses, more arts, stores open later, 
and new entertainment options. Several groups also identified a need to transform land use around Main 
Street with more two and three story mixed-use buildings. There was also an interest in more landscaping 
and greenery on Main Street.  

Some aspects of transportation were identified as in need of transformation such as the northern section of 
York Road and the state of bicycle infrastructure in Hatboro. Stormwater management was identified as a 
problem area ripe for transformation, as was the industrial area of Hatboro.  
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VISION 

SURVEY 

FINISH THIS SENTENCE:  IN 2040, I ENVISION HATBORO AS... (N=274) 

Survey respondents envision a future Hatboro that has a wide variety of successful businesses in a trendy 
downtown that attracts visitors from the surrounding region. Respondents view the future Hatboro as 
having a strong sense of community identity and pride, being family friendly, and remembering and 
preserving its history. 

Topics Number of respondents who 
mentioned in vision 

successful/diverse businesses 89 
trendy/ destination/ hip/ upscale/ modern 71 
pride/identity/sense of place/community 63 
small-town/ quaint/ village 55 
thriving/flourishing/vibrant/bustling/ busy 49 
families 34 
activities/ things to do/ entertainment 28 
history 27 
parks/ green space/ public space/ open space/ playgrounds 20 
welcoming/diverse/open-minded/progressive 19 
safe 16 
walkable 16 
arts & culture 15 
beautiful/attractive/charming 15 
comfortable/good services 11 
quiet/not busy 10 
all ages/ multi-generational 9 
nightlife 8 
self-contained 7 
parking 5 
environment 4 
train/ transit 4 
good planning 3 
good property values 3 
good traffic circulation 3 
dogs 2 
faith 1 
Jacksonville Rd. corridor 1 
lighting 1 
millennials/young adults 1 
schools 1 
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Here are some of the visions for Hatboro’s future that were shared by survey respondents: 

• “A friendly, walkable, self-contained town where everyone knows each other and can get what 
they need within a mile of their home.” 

• “A small, residential town with pedestrian friendly streets and inviting shops, offices and civic 
centers that offer services that meet many of our daily needs.” 

• “A town that is known for its walkability with a vibrant downtown area for all ages. Green spaces 
interspersed throughout.” 

• “A vibrant, walkable community with a diverse restaurant, shopping, and nightlife scene; a great 
place to raise a family” 

• “A small town community with a variety of shopping, dining, and entertainment options with 
transit as well as natural areas” 

• “As a town where I can walk to center of town and see a show, shop at unique boutiques, eat in 
healthy restaurants.  I would like to walk in well maintained parks with community gardens.” 

• “A well-developed community small town with beautiful parks and a variety of stores that 
enhance its historic and unique reputation.” 

• “A premier living destination, brimming with arts and culture.” 

• “A community that finally respects its historic past, honors its environment, and invites diverse 
and enriching experiences.” 

• “A more inclusive and family-oriented town providing family and personal entertainment and 
activities to keep Hatboro more of a community; by helping the people here to enrich each other’s 
lives.” 

• “A warm, family oriented community that looks out for its neighbors.  Where residents still 
gather for community events.” 

• “A multigenerational community with lively options for community life.” 

• “A quaint, unique community that people are proud to be a part of.” 

• “A small humble town with a comfortable neighborly feel, not trying to grow ambitiously, not 
trying to become a mecca like Phoenixville or Manayunk.” 

• “A thriving small town with great businesses and community involvement.” 

OTHER 

SURVEY 

IS THERE ANYTHING ELSE YOU'D LIKE TO TELL US? (N=140) 

Many respondents let us know in this last question that they love Hatboro, appreciate the opportunity to 
provide input, and look forward to a bright future for the Borough. There were also many comments 
about Main Street, community identity, government services, transportation, land use, and a few about 
other topics. Here are a few of the responses: 
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• “I first visited Hatboro thirty some years ago on a work related mission. I loved it. I felt at home. 
I believed that sometime, somehow, I would live here. I had to wait until retirement, but here I 
am.” 

• “We still love this little borough, and love the small town feel and community events like the 
parade, the car show, etc.” 

• “Keep the things that make Hatboro unique, the small-town events and parades that really set us 
apart and draw residents of other communities to us.” 

• “Crooked Eye [Brewery]and Bernie’s [Restaurant] are killing it!” 

• “Find out why stores are vacant for so long and work to get tenants more quickly. Find out why 
people go outside of town for goods and services then try to bring those things into town.  What 
makes towns like Doylestown, Glenside, Lansdale destinations? But also keep the things that 
make Hatboro unique, the small-town events and parades that really set us apart and draw 
residents of other communities to us.” 

• “Hatboro is special for its small town atmosphere.  Congestion is an issue as the town exists 
today. Enhancing the appearance of the store fronts and businesses without bringing in large 
chain stores/businesses will continue to make Hatboro a special place to live and visit.” 

• “Hatboro laws and regulations need an overhaul. The number of obstacles that businesses must 
face is ridiculous.  I feel that the borough council fights against the residents. Our Main Street 
isn’t classy...that has to be #1 and the rest will follow. We are the poor side of Horsham. We 
should be the artsy fun smart side of Horsham. We know that living in a small, walkable 
community is an amazing lifestyle....let’s hold our chins up and start showing off. The negativity 
has to stop.” 

• “I've always thought it would be really cool to close down York Rd once a year and have a 
gigantic outdoor town party where everyone comes together to share a meal and dance and hang 
out together. It would allow people to meet their neighbors, would strengthen the community and 
make it a friendlier town with a real small town feel.” 

• “I just love Hatboro. Though I live in U.M. Twp., I have a Hatboro address and completely 
identify with Hatboro and have lived here my whole life. U.M.Twp. is also a great place to live. 
Just a great area.” 

• “We need to fight to preserve the small town ambiance of our three hundred year old farming 
village.  We need to preserve what makes our town unique and keep big business and big chains 
out.” 
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INPUT ON RECOMMENDATIONS 

A total of 53 people attended an open house in February 2019. Of those, 47 were residents, 8 were 
business or property owners, 6 were employed in Hatboro, and 5 were elected or appointed officials. 
(Note that participants could check more than one box.) 

The Comprehensive Plan is divided into five main sections. Draft recommendations were organized by 
these topic areas. In all topic areas, there was a poster with the goals for that topic, each with several 
associated recommendations. The Parks, Open Space, and Recreation plan also had general 
recommendations, park specific recommendations, and draft concept plans for three of the parks. 

Attendees could prioritize the goals and recommendations on each poster and add their comments and 
ideas. Each person was given two stickers per poster to identify their top priorities. They could also add 
comments on sticky notes and every poster was staffed with a member of the planning team or steering 
committee with whom they could discuss and comments or questions.  

PEOPLE, COMMUNITY, AND GOVERNMENT 

The top priority goals were to support institutions and organizations that serve the community and to 
ensure that government is managed effectively and transparently. Ensure emergency service providers 
stay in Hatboro and provide high quality services was close behind the top two.  

Goal Votes 2/2 Votes 2/12 Total 

Support institutions and organizations that serve the 
community. 

19 9 28 

Ensure that Hatboro is managed effectively, efficiently, 
responsibly, and transparently. 

17 11 28 

Ensure emergency service providers are able to stay in 
Hatboro and provide high quality services. 

15 11 26 

Ensure Hatboro is a welcoming and diverse community 
in the future. 

8 4 12 

Support healthy behaviors and mental and physical 
wellbeing of residents. 

7 4 11 

Comments:  

• “All of these [on this board]!” 

• “Need to include public works.” 

• “Transparency is greatly appreciated and respected after many years of residents often being kept 
in the dark.” 

• “Open space should be preserved. [for health]” 

• “The façade of the library is striking and unique with its columns. But at night, they aren’t 
appreciated. Decorative lighting would make it stand out. Think Philadelphia Museum of Art. 
Make the library a landmark visitors will remember.” 

• Want drive-up mailbox. 
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• Need more volunteers for everything. 
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SMALL TOWN CHARACTER 

By far the most important goal in this topic area was to ensure Hatboro has great businesses. More 
participants chose this goal than any other item on any of the posters. The second priority was to increase 
foot traffic and extend hours of activity in the business district, followed by preserving and promoting 
history. 

Goal Votes 2/2 Votes 2/12 Total 

Ensure that Hatboro has great businesses, with few 
Main Street vacancies and little turnover. 

24 15 39 

Increase foot traffic and extend hours of activity on 
Main Street. 

9 14 23 

Take steps to preserve historic buildings and promote 
and share Hatboro’s history. 

17 4 21 

Improve aesthetic appearance and wayfinding for Main 
Street. 

10 8 18 

Improve management and leadership of the Main Street 
district. 

5 3 8 

Comments:  

• “Greater retail mix/products.” 

• “If people take time to walk, the small businesses will do more business.” 

• “Bring back the arts festival.” 

• “Preserve the small town feel by opposing the Wawa at York & Horsham.” 

• “Keep sidewalks clean and clear of leaves and debris.” 

• “Make sure trash day is not Friday or a weekend.” 

• “Include Jacksonville.” 

• “Is there a way to offer incentives to business owners to keep their façades aesthetically 
pleasing?” 

• “App for planning.” 
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TRANSPORTATION 

The top priority here was to ensure that all modes of travel are safe and practical. This goal included 
discussion of reducing the number of travel lanes on York Road to the north and south of the business 
district and considering allocating more space to pedestrians and stormwater management where roads are 
overly wide. The second priority was specifically improving the experience of pedestrians in the borough. 
Many of the comments also addressed the need for pedestrian improvements. 

Goal Votes 2/2 Votes 2/12 Total 

Ensure that all transportation modes (driving, walking, 
bicycling, transit) are safe and practical. 

19 16 35 

Improve the pedestrian experience. 13 10 23 

Preserve and enhance public transit service to Hatboro, 
including consideration of the stops and stations where 
riders access this service. 

11 6 17 

Improve the safety and convenience of bicycling in and 
through Hatboro and to area destinations. 

11 5 16 

Prepare for and adapt to new, different, and innovative 
transportation technologies. 

4 2 6 

Comments:  

• “Need sidewalks along major roads.” 

• “Need bike parking/racks on Main Street.” 

• “More yield to pedestrian signs.’ 

• “Ensure public transit stops are safe, well-maintained, clean, and well-lit. Create an anti-graffiti 
plan; this is an issue.” 

• “Wheelchair accessibility at train station.” 

• “Better landscaping and beautification at train station.” 

• One household kayaks from behind their Mill Road home to Miller Meadow and sometimes 
walks from there to Main Street since walking and biking are difficult/unsafe from their home to 
York Road. 

• Improve pedestrian access across the Warminster Road Bridge (across the Pennypack). 

• Too many signs along York Road. Need to consolidate and focus on what’s important. 

• Speeding in Tanner Park neighborhood. 
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ENVIRONMENT AND UTILITIES 

The top priority on this poster was sustainability, but not far behind were three other goals: managing 
plants and animals, improving and protecting trees and open space, and stormwater management. Most of 
the comments and discussion focused on stormwater management – clearly an important issue for 
residents. 

Goal Votes 2/2 Votes 2/12 Total 

Reduce energy use and ensure buildings become more 
sustainable and energy efficient than they are today. 

19 9 28 

Assess wildlife and plant populations to protect 
appropriate species, manage overpopulation and 
invasive species, and respond appropriately to the 
threat of disease or damage.  

16 7 23 

Improve and preserve the tree canopy and preserve 
valuable unprotected open space. 

14 8 22 

Improve stormwater management. 13 9 22 

Become more resilient to a changing climate. 6 4 10 

Comments:  

• “Stormwater management is SO needed – on York Road and on residential streets. The flooding 
can get really out of control. The only storm drain on S. Linden Ave. was put in by a resident 
many years ago – corner of S. Linden & Franklin.” 

• “As a homeowner I would love borough help on stormwater management/floodproofing, but 
would also appreciate information on what tips we can do as well (but currently too much water 
comes through our property for us to manage).”  

• “Stormwater management is a top priority!!” 

• Preserving trees/woods is more important than empty open space. 

• I am concerned about the creek flooding near my home. 
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LAND USE AND HOUSING 

Two posters for Land Use and Housing shared goals and recommendations and the draft future land us 
map. Proposed categories described the future land use categories with how they may be zoned in the 
future. 

The top priorities in this section were to maintain a wide variety of housing types and update borough 
ordinances. Some questions and concerns were raised about parking, especially whether paid parking was 
necessary and whether free parking in borough lots was necessary. Many people raised concerns about the 
Wawa store with gas pumps that is proposed at Horsham and York Roads. 

Goal Votes 2/2 Votes 2/12 Total 

Continue to offer a wide variety of housing types in the 
borough to meet the needs of diverse residents. 

23 10 33 

Ensure borough ordinances are reviewed frequently to 
adapt to changing laws, conditions, and uses. 

19 11 30 

Ensure that parking is strategically located and 
effective. 

11 10 21 

Ensure appropriate land uses throughout the borough. 10 7 17 

Comments:  

• Lots of people had concerns about the Wawa and do not want to see it at York & Horsham. 

• “Keep development in character with the borough.” (x3) 

• Concerns about the appearance of recent developments not in character with the rest of the 
borough.  

• Want good design for all development. 

• “What would the impact on revenue be of doing away with paid parking?” 

• “Maximize use of ON STREET PARKING. Prioritize on-street parking over lots.” 

• No need for free municipal parking.  

• “I don’t like parking meters, but I might like them better if the money went to a non-profit 
organization.” 

• Parking is difficult in Tanner Farms neighborhood due to auto repair uses. 

• Paint fumes are a problem for residents in the Tanner Park area. 
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GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS FOR PARKS AND OPEN SPACES 

Enhancing existing parks was the most important goal to attendees of this event. The second priority was 
improving creating and improving trails and connections between parks and open spaces.  

Goal Votes 2/2 Votes 2/12 Total 

Enhance existing parks to meet community needs. 22 12 34 

Create a connected trail and open space network. 13 9 22 

Improve the natural environment. 12 4 16 

Establish a green town image. 7 8 15 

Enhance recreational opportunities for a diverse 
demographic. 

7 2 9 

Enhance safety and accessibility. 7 2 9 

Comments: 

• Visibility from streets into the park to help report suspicious activity 

• Movies in the park 

• Accessibility from the south 

• Concerns that if Wawa goes in, Miller Meadow will become littered with trash and light 
pollution, effecting the natural habitat  

• Locust trees are not the right tree for York Rd.  Roots are being strangled due to small pit. 

• Geese control!!! 

• Trail connections a top priority. 

• Want something like the food truck on Fetter’s Mill Road (All Aboard Café) in Hatboro. 
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PARK SPECIFIC RECOMMENDATIONS 

Concept designs were completed for three of the parks. The other three were listed on this poster, and 
attendees were invited to vote for the one that they would most like to see improvements to. Celano Park 
edged out the others slightly, and attendees provided ideas of what they would like to see.  

Goal Votes 2/2 Votes 2/12 Total 

Celano Park 8 9 17 

Little League Fields 2 13 15 

Tanner Park 8 6 14 

Comments: 

• Celano – nature reserve, benches, bridge at south end, paved trail on other side of creek 

• Tanner – playground for bigger people 

• Little league fields – redo parking lot, new fence, clean up trash from the ground 
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MILLER MEADOW 

Attendees were excited to see proposed changes to this park, which appears to be more of an empty lot to 
the general public. A few concerns were raised and suggestions were made, but the overall idea of the 
proposed enhancements to this park was very well-received. At the open houses, planners also provided a 
computer model that showed what the park improvements. A video simulated what residents would see 
walking through the park after the plan was implemented. 

Changes/concerns: 
No paved trails (ADA accessible gravel) 
If butterfly garden is expanded – who maintains? 
Don’t mow the bank 
Provide view of Borough Hall 
Turn the pull-in parking lot across York Road into a plaza. 
Add ice skating rink 
Allow parking all over Miller Meadow for major Hatboro events (many objections from others in the 

room at the time this comment was made). 
 
Comments: 
People loved the trails and idea of gazebo 
Some liked the pavers, others wanted no parking at all (but still liked gazebo) 
Future connection to cemetery was well liked (especially by bicyclists and others who would like to travel 

by trail for longer distances) 
Everyone liked bringing in the sidewalk 
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EATON/MEMORIAL 

Changes/concerns: 
No bandshell – noise, block water from draining, not enough parking, how much use would it actually 

get?....  Compare to Souderton bandshell  
No dog park – noise, concerns of it not being maintained/cleaned, waste drains into creek, neighboring 

townships have one already 
Overdeveloping the park – loss of too much green space 
Take out community garden!!! 
Concerns about illegal activity in Eaton –updating the park will bring kids  
Add workout stations 
Updated pavilion with grill – people want to have picnics and parties 
More parking 
More buffers – berms, trees 
Trashcans 
Add lighting 
 
Comments: 
Overall, the vast majority of people loved the dog park. 
Bandshell seemed to be split pretty evenly. 
People loved that although we are developing, the plan is still green with stormwater management, 

buffers, etc.  
The loop trail was popular. 
Once the park is complete with additions, someone brought up the idea of having a community day where 

the pool is free to public and there is a borough sponsored picnic, party, games for kids and 
adults, concert in the bandshell, etc.  
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